THE  AIWUAL  REPORT.  11903), 
OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  SHANKLIN. 
Gentlemen:  - 


During  the  past  year  there  hpve  been  registered  ^vlthln  your  district 
seventy  six  (76)  blrths-vlz  forty-four  (44)  males  ic  thirty-two  females.  Ofthese 
three(3)  were  Illegitimate,  that  is  an  illegitimate  birth  rate  of  3,9  per  1000 
births.  The  birth  rate  is  therefore  14  per  1000  as  against  15,1  per  1000  last 
year. 

During  the  same  period  there  have  ooourred  fifty -nine,  (59)  deaths: viz  twenty- 
eight,  (28)  , males  &  thirty -one (31)  females.  The  death-rate  is  theref oreIO.9  per 
1000  as  compared  with  11,3  per  1000  last  year. 

The  birth-rate  &  death-rate  have,  as  compared  with  last  year  ,  both  slightly 
ecreasedj  former  being  rather  below  our  average  birth  rate,  &  the  latter 


»  very  slightly  above  our  average  death-rate. 
Prom  the  point  of  view  of  age  the  deaths  have 
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;t  will  be  observed  that, In  a  death-rate  of  59, no  less  than  23  of  these  are 
jersons  over  65  years  of  age, which  Is  remarkable.  If  the  deaths  due  to  Infants 
mder  one  year  be  added  to  the  aged, (over  65  years,)  the  total  constitutes  more 
:han  half  the  death-rate. 


to  causation  the  above  deaths  were  certified  as  being  due  to  the  following 


causes ; 


}  deaths  were  due  to  senile  decay. 


3 

7 

6 

3 

3 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 


diseases  of  the  heart, 

phthisis, 

cancer, 

cerebral  haemorrhage. 
Infantile  convulsions, 
bronchitis, 

Bright's  disease, 
general  tuberculosis, 
diabetes, 

tubercular  meningitis, 
drowning. 


I  death  was  due  to  aneurism. 
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;  prematm’e  birth, 

;  asphyzla  from  glandular  enlargement, 

tmenlngltis, 

:pno\3monla, 

:tabss  mesenterlca, 

:  marasmus , 
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I  death  was  due  to  septicaemia. 


I  : 

•  • 
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alcoholism. 

I  : 

•  • 

•  • 

diptherla. 

I  t 

•  • 

•  • 

enteric  fever. 

59 

Total, 

During  the  past  year  only  two  deaths  have  been  attributed  to  Zymotic 
diseases, viz; -one, the  case  of  a  child, to  diptherla,and  the  other, the 
case  of  a  young  woman  who  died  of  entorlc  fever. 

There  have  only  been  seven  cases  of  Infectious  diseases  notified  to  ne 
during  the  past  year, viz: -five  cases  of  diptheria,on0  of  enteric  fev** 
and  one  of  erysipelas.  The  case  of  enteric  fever  was  not  contracted 
within  your  district  as  the  girl  was  111  when  she  arrived  at  her  home 
in  Shanklln,and  had  obviously  been  Infected  elsewhere. 

You  may  be  congratulated  on  the  extremely  small  ntmiber  of  cases  of 
Zymotic  disease  within  the  district, shewing  you  most  clearly  that  the 
care  bestowed  upon  sanitary  matters  is  a  wise  policy  and  productive  cf 
most  beneficial  results. 

On  looking  over  the  records  of  the  past  9  years  I  find  that  there  has 
been  an  average  notification  of  6  cases  of  diptherla  per  annrjm. 

There  has  been  less  than  one  notification  per  annum  of  scarlet  fever 
and  the  same  applies  to  enteric  and  typhoid  fever  and  of  these  cases 
the  most  of  them  have  been  Imported  cases, clearly  traced.We  may  truly 
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say  that  enteric  typhoid  fever  has  become  a  negligible  quantity 
within  the  district. 

Erysipelas  appears  to  occur  about  once  In  two  years. 

Of  puerperal  fever, not  a  single  notification  of  this  disease  has 
reached  me  during  the  past  9  years,\Thlch  speaks  volumes  for  the 
scrupulous  care  and  capacity  of  the  District  Nurse, now  retiring  from 
duty. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

ThO'ugh  the  past  year  has  yielded  a  record  rainfall,!  trust  that  this 
will  not  lessen  >our  anxiety  to  obtain  for  this  district  an  adequate 
water  supply. 

The  increased  supply  obtained  from  Wroxallhas  tided  you  over  the  last 
few  years, but  It  is  obvious  to  most, if  not  to  all  of  you, that  our 
present  supply  Is  Inadequate,  Before  this  unprecedented  wet  year  the 
falling  off  In  the  yield  of  the  present  supply  was  a  source  of  the 
greatest  anxiety  to  all  those  responsible  for  the  v/’ater  supply  of  S/Mn 
Shanklln,  It  Is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Increased  flow  caused  by  the  paA 
yeau?' s  record  rainfall  will  not  lead  any  member  of  your  council  into 
a  feeling  of  false  security,  I  believe  that  this  is  not  probable  and 
that  you  all  realise  that  we  must  have  more  water, Moreover  I  know 
that  for  some  time  past  you  have  had  a  scheme  before  you  for  obtain¬ 
ing  water  from  Chlllerton,  This  supply  I  know  to  be  an  adequate  one 


and, If  you  should  obtain  it, the  Shanhiin  water  question  would  be 
settled.  In  ray  opinion  it  would  be  a  very  excellent  investment  for 
Shanklin  to  make.  It  will  be  a  matter  for  great  regret  if  this  scheme 
fall  through, for  where  you  are  to  go  next  for  an  amount  of  water 
that  will  provide  for  your  district, not  only  now  but  for  the  next 
twenty  years,!  really  do  not  know,  I  have  observed  this  water  run¬ 
ning  away  from  Chlllerton  for  the  past  ten  years  or  more  and  can 
therefore  testify  as  to  its  volume  and  constancy,  I  can  only  say  that 
the  Sanitary  authority  that  gets  possession  of  it  is  to  be  congratu¬ 
lated,  If  Shanklin  is  to  go  on  Increasing  during  the  next  decade 
as  it  has  done  in' the  pajst,a  water  supply  such  as  that  obtainable 
at  Chlllerton  is  an  essential  and, failing  this, where  are  you  to 
obtain  it  elsewhere  ?  More  water  you  certainly  must  have  and, so  far 
as  I  know,th'bre  is  no  other  source  available  to  compare  with  this 
one  in  volume  and  purity, 

I  presume  I  need  hardly  call  your  attention  to  the  report  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  on  the  source  of  the  water  supply  upon  which 
the  northern  portion  of  your  district  is  entirely  dependent, 

COWSHEDS  :  - 


These  have  been  better  kept  during  the  past  year  than  previously. 
Owners  of  cov,rs  are  gradually  becoming  aware  of  the  necessity  of 
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taking  some  car©  In  th©  handling  of  milk, the  most  easily  polluted 
article  of  our  food  supply.  Might  it  not  be  productive  of  good  to 
advise  every  dairy-keeper  and  cow-keeper  supplying  milk  to  your 
district  that  you  desire  the  cows  from  w^hich  the  milk  is  obtained  be 

kept  In  as  clean  a  condition  as  possible  and, that  the  cows'  udder 

especially  be  kept  clean  and, above  ail, that  the  milkman  be  Instructed 
always  to  wash  his  hands  before  milking  a  cow  ?  This  latter  advice 
la, I  feel  ST2r©,Taery  necessary, though  you  might  naturally  enough  think 
that  such  an  obvious  thing  need  not  be  mentioned.  Many  of  the  cow- 
keepers  are  outside  your  district, but  the  request  might  be  made  by  yoi 
through  the  dairy -keepers  that  are  within  the  district, 

SCAVENGING: - 


In  my  last  annual  report  I  regret  to  say  that  I  had  to  complain  to  yon 
of  inefficiency  in  this  matter,  I  am  very  glad  to  say  that  since 
you  have  made  fresh  arrangements  the  work  appears  to  have  been  done 
quite  satisfactorily  and  I  trust  that  the  same  condition  of  things  mgr 
remain  during  t6©  summer  and  autumn  -months. 
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DRAINAGE :  - 


Durln*  tha  past  year  no  defect  of  any  kind  in  yo-ur  main  se^rers  has 
come  before  my  notice*  The  main  sewers  and  storm  water  drains  have, 
diiring  the  past  year,been  well  flushed  and  at  times  well  tested  by 
an  exceptionally  heavy  flow  of  water. 

The  sewer  in  East  Cliff  Park  that  I  complained  of  in  my  last  annual 

report  has  been  efficient  since  your  surveyor  dealt  with  it. 

The  house  drainage  is, on  the  whole, very  good;  the  householders  and 
especially  the  i odglng-hous e-keepers  are  becoming  well  aware  of  the 
value  of  the  Sanitary  Certificate  granted  by  the  Council,  Your 
Sanitary  Inspector  has,durii^  the  past  year, in  his  house  to  house 
inspection, found  many  defects  in  house  sanitation, all  of  which  have 
been  satisfactorily  rectified, 

METEOROLOGY: - 

The  year  1903  will  probably  long  be  reixiembered  for  its  extraordinary 
rainfall, viz; -^53, 36  inches^.  At  all  events, what ever  we  may  have  in 
the  future, the  past  year's  rainfall  had  exceeded  any  previous  year 
for  which  I  have  a  record.  During  the  past  ten  years  1894  comes  next 

with  40,55  inches.  There  have  not  been  any  great  variations  in  temper¬ 
ature  ,the  lowest  reading  being  25  and  the  highest  76P,  It  will  be 


"I 


•  « 


t 


r 


V 


r  •  V 


r 


...  i,  V  k  « . . , 


.♦;»-'Cj:  'i' 


>■. 


Vi  -f* 

...  -  r-  ■  V  ^ 


.  k  « 


:'"  ■■  ff 


-  :v,  <  .11 


s 


,...•.  r . 

. .  ■  f  -i-  • 


f 


f<  * 


kki 


seen  therefore  that  we  have  had  a  cold, wet  summer, \7ith  a  marked 

absence  of  sunshine,  as  compared  with  other  years.  This  latter 
feature  has  been  especially  noticeable  during  the  last  three  months 
of  the  year, August  had  a  rainfall  of  6,72  In, , but  October  was  the 
wettest  month  with  a  rainfall  of  actually  over  10  Inches, 

Though  the  past  year  has  been  a  remarkably  wet  and  sunless  year  It 
has  nevertheless  been  what  may  be  described  a  s  a  healthy  year.  That 
Is  to  say  there  has  been  less  than  an  average  amount  of  sickness, 

f  o  r— 

I  am  glad  that  you  have  made  arrangements  taking  systematic 

meteorological  observations  and  I  wish  that  a  recognised  meteorolog 

Slyit-fo-rr 

leal  observation  could  be  established  In  the  Isle  of  Wight, fwwtod 
for  one  does  not  see  the  Isle  of  Wight  quoted  in  the  Dally  Papers 
as  it  should  be,  I  fiirther  noticed  on  one  particular  day, when  not 
a  gleam  of  sunshine  was  recorded  from  any  of  the  various  stations 
in  different  parts  of  the  country, we  had  on  that  very  day, fully 
6  hours  of  bright  sunshine,  A  fact  like  this  v/ould  be  very  striking 
if  reported  In  the  Dally  Papers, 

It  Is  fast  becoming  recognised  that  the  actual  hours  of  sunshine 
are  of  more  Importance  from  a  health  point  of  view  than  the 
thermometrio  reading, 

I 

I. rm.  Gentlemen,  ' 

Your  obedient  servanl:^ 

L  »  ^  j.  f/  /f 


